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-"'- tberr _-, .departUre ""-· for. 
Eoiid"bh~ . <--- the·- --- n~burg 
Sta~tsQi>-ei·=presented:;o_Jr·sun
day"~as .ih~~- nrs_t_:ne.w produs
tioh oF the '1962-63 , season 

- Kil..J;t Weill's-··~ruse arid Fall of 
tlie;ToWn. of Mahagonn.Y:'.for 

- which ':~·ertoiC Brecht ' wrote 
. the 1ibretto.- · .: -· . 
- :Even--=to'-da.fsome"':cimrli:ie is re-

-,QUi-reci' to ·stage --a_:·wo~k-- which has 
had-.a- precarious-~cireer in G~y 
ever· since its _ tumul tuqus premiere 
in 1930.' .and ·the Hamburg .In ten-

. dant; Herr Rolf. Lie}lermaliii,• is to 
be . congratulateQ. on - braving a 
posSible- storm. - _ ·-~ · -

1h th~· event. :. 9vert objections 
were mild and limited to the pave
ments ; optSide· the opera -house. 
Within,""i_requent ·applause was -the.
only. interrnptio_n;; an.d .-at the end 
ther~ -~s an _·ovation. - , 
_ · wowd -tliat ' llie performanGe had 

1 been -worthy ot-the mapanin;l_bus 
! spirit in - whlch_ _it --Was received, 
: " Mahligonny,'' -""-despite itS s'uper
;-ficial -~implicity,- i§oun!fmibtedly_one 
i of the- moSt difficult arrd prob~ 
lematic :woi-ks _ in ::the mod_em 

' opeyatic repe:jtoir:e. ;:' I -.;WRONG-NOTES -
1 'rfeitll§r ~-tlie jlro9-ucer, Egon · 
i Monk, -nor-- 'the conductor, ]a-nos • 
' Kullia:; -have :yet mastered i t. . "' 

_tn -a ~eritable for.est of- :wtong_, 
.notes. faulty phiasing5 and. dowfi- i 
ngh~ - misi-epreseritatioils, tne · pro; l 
diH~t:i~n ;mo~e~ }ike :Onuscle-bOun~ 
catennll:ar, -by- turil.s hitching- ~ 
j tself_ ~p. pausing --and collapsing.
Only at- a _few points, notably- the , 
firs! ch01:al ,entry .in the -hurricane 
scene, _ _-did -- music . and. staging 
coal~e, · .!'? ·- , _ ~-

That 'the. work survives at all js_ 
.a-¢1Jute·~ t0c- its _mtrinsic-_power. to 
the-'(uiibap}iiJy adulterated) designs 
of the -late ' Caspar- Neher, and to 
the -efforts of a 'Jihe' i:ast.:_ 

-.T<lni Blaiikenhe.im was outstand
int:as Uteieini~itsmo-ses, Helmut 

· Melch'ert, d.raDfatically · sbun:ii. _ as 
Jim, and :Gisela OL.ilz>an· inteJ.Iigent 
B·egbT~>~ The .¢ost·-daring sfi:oke 
of_ casting '!as }Ielga- Pilarczyk as 
Je~y. ·: . -
-• With .prBpei- , musical and 
·c:l.raiiutie>. di'iect:Wn she could be 
brilliant, 'but «;-ven _misgwded as .,she 
often_ ·.wa!i · .o_n., thls ·~'i:~on .she 
b:i<wg\rt.' d!gWty "iiidf":J!!-USlCia]lShip 
to·a .vecy hazal'do'Us'1:ole-', 5D •. D. ---
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